
Common Diseases of Turf & Ornamentals 

Cercospora Leaf Spot  
 
Brief: Cercospora is a very common fungal disorder found in the Ligustrum 
(privet) in south Florida.  It is considered a foliar disease and can be 
devastating to some plants. 
 
Attacks: 

 While infection is most commonly found on the leaves, it can 
sometimes attack the stem, crown, and fruits of a plant 

Season:    
 All year long 

 
Causal Agents/Factors 

 Favors wet, warm and humid weather found during the summer 
months in south Florida 

 Most common near waterways or areas with dense canopy  
 Optimum conditions are 80-90oF days with greater that 60oF 

nights and humidity in the 90-100% range 
 
Symptoms 

 Brown Lesions with a yellow halo on leaves. 
 Black, brown lesions have a grayish center 
 Defoliation of the leaves 
 Reduced yields in fruit and vegetable plants 

 
Management 

 Remove fallen leaves and  discard. Do not compost any foliage associated with the disease 
 Avoid overhead irrigation or water early in the morning to allow foliage to dry 
 Regular applications of a fungicide as part of a preventative maintenance program 

 
Control 

 Granular 
o Topdress with fungicides that contain Azoxystrobin or Propiconazole on 3–4-month 

intervals 
 Liquid Spray Programs 

o Best 
 SPM 53  Copper Oxychloride and Copper Hydroxide 
 SPM 37  Chlorothalonil + T-Methyl 

o Good  
 SPM31  Copper Hydroxide + Manzate 
 SPM 5  Azoxystrobin + Propiconazole 
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